
Guide to Common Invertebrates of the Boston Harbor Islands 

Key to feeding habits (definitions below): 

        Herbivore                            Pollinator                                Predator/Parasite                         Scavenger/Decomposer 

 Snails and Slugs  
(Gastropoda)  

 

  
                                  

Beach Fleas, Scuds    
(Amphipoda)       

                         

Pillbugs, Sowbugs  

(Isopoda) 

 

 Earthworms  
(Oligochaeta)  

 

                 

Millipedes  
(Diplopoda) 

 

Centipedes  
(Chilopoda)  

 

 Spiders  
(Araneae)  

 

Daddy-long-legs  
(Opiliones)  

 

 Mites & Ticks 

(Acari)  
 

Dragonflies & Damselflies 
(Odonata) 

 

 

 

Moths & Butterflies  
(Lepidoptera) 

 

Springtails  
(Collembola)  

 

Grasshoppers, Crickets, etc.  
(Orthoptera)  

 

 

Earwigs  
(Dermaptera)  

 

Wood Roaches  
(Blattodea)  

 

Lacewings 
(Neuroptera) 

 

True Bugs  
(Hemiptera)  

 

Leafhoppers, Aphids, Cicadas, etc. 
(Hemiptera) 

 

 

Ants 
(Formicidae, Hymenoptera) 

Bees & Wasps 
(Hymenoptera)  

 

 

Beetles 
(Coleoptera)  
 

 

Larvae  
(many insect orders)  

Flies, Mosquitoes, & Gnats 
(Diptera) 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

Bees      Most wasps 

Eat live plants (leaves, wood…) 

Eat pollen and often nectar 

 Eat live animals  

Eat dead plants, animals, “waste” 

 


